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Waterworks (Amendment) Ordinance 2024
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he Estate Agents Authority would like to draw all licensees’ attention
Tto the Waterworks (Amendment) Ordinance 2024 (”“Amendment
Ordinance”), which has come into effect on 19 April 2024. The objective
of the Amendment Ordinance is to enhance the enforcement efficiency,
thusstrengtheningthe deterrenteffectagainstthose conducting theillegal
act of overcharging for water. The Amendment Ordinance empowers
the Water Authority (“WA
relevant persons. According to the Amendment Ordinance, failure to

") to request information or document from

provide or provision of false or misleading information or document
during investigation of suspected cases of overcharging of water to the
WA by any person will constitute an offence subject to fine and even
imprisonment. There are also new provisions under the Amendment
Ordinance requiring a person (other than the WA) who receives charges
for water must issue a receipt containing specified content within 7 days
after the date of payment of the relevant amount, and keep a copy of
the receipt for 2 years (the duty of giving receipts and keeping copy
of the same will come into effect on 19 July 2024). Licensees should
remind their landlord clients about the new requirements under the
Amendment Ordinance when collecting the reimbursement for water
charge and the corresponding penalties for relevant @]t

offences. Details of the Amendment Ordinance can be 3 b
found in the following webpage: www.wsd.gov.hk/en/ =
prosecution-pilot-scheme-sdu/index.html Fe
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Reminder from the Rating and Valuation Department
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he Rating and Valuation Department (“RVD") has issued an article to
Tadvise licensees to remind their clients of the liabilities in rates and/or
Government rent and change the payer’s particulars of the properties so
as to protect the purchasers’ interest while handling property conveyance.

The RVD also introduces the eRVD Bill service for registered users to
retrieve the electronic demand which is convenient and environmentally
friendly and would like to remind tax payers on the implementation of
progressive rating system for domestic tenements, with effect from the
quarter of January to March 2025.

The EAA encourages licensees to refer to the RVD's article. For any further
information or enquiries, please contact the RVD's hotline at 2152 0111
or visit its website: www.rvd.gov.hk/en
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